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Firefighter Keith Rinehimer found Mrs. 

Warmouth, selflessly running into the flames 
to save her. During the rescue, his face mask 
malfunctioned, forcing him to inhale smoke, 
but he continued to push on. As he helped 
carry Mrs. Warmouth through the fire, he was 
forced to remove his gloves to help carry her, 
receiving severe burns on both hands. 

Firefighter Ted Sherrill helped Keith 
Rinehimer move Mrs. Warmouth from the bed-
room, through smoke and flames, to the kitch-
en where they were met by Assistant Chief 
Erik Sowga, Captain David Rinehimer, and 
firefighter John Berti. Together, they decided 
to exit the building through the front door, in 
order to get Mrs. Warmouth life-saving med-
ical attention as quickly as possible, despite 
the fact that it was consumed by fire with tem-
peratures reaching 800 degrees. 

Mrs. Warmouth was taken to the Geisinger 
Trauma Center immediately for treatment, 
while Keith Rinehimer was treated for burns 
on both hands, as well as smoke inhalation, 
and all other first responders on scene were 
treated for heat exhaustion. Thankfully, Mrs. 
Warmouth has made a full recovery and all 
members of the Shavertown Volunteer Fire 
Department have already returned to serving 
their communities. 

Assistant Chief Erik Sowga, Captain David 
Rinehimer, and firefighters Keith Rinehimer, 
Ted Sherrill, and John Berti all went above 
and beyond the call of duty that Independence 
Day. Their selfless and courageous acts 
saved the life of Mrs. Warmouth, and for that 
they are more than deserving of the Medals of 
Valor they are being presented with. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring 
these true American heroes of the Shavertown 
Volunteer Fire Department. 
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100TH ANNIVERSARY OF ST. 
PETER’S BOYS HIGH SCHOOL 

HON. DANIEL M. DONOVAN, JR. 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 16, 2017 

Mr. DONOVAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize St. Peter’s Boys High School on the 
100th anniversary of its founding. 

While founded in 1917, St. Peter’s Boys 
High School can trace its roots back to 1839 
when the parish was originally dedicated. Op-
erated by the Christian Brothers of St. John 
Baptist de La Salle, St. Peter’s has a proud 
history of providing boys in the community 
with a quality education. After the Christian 
Brothers were temporarily recalled due to the 
First World War, local clergy ran the school 
until 1930. In 1943, St. Peter’s officially moved 
to its location on Clinton Avenue where it has 
been educating Staten Island’s youth ever 
since. 

St. Peter’s Boys High School is an unwaver-
ing commitment to turning students into intel-
ligent, mature young men. Moreover, under 
the guidance of John Fodera for the past 50 
years, St. Peter’s has had an outstanding im-
pact in the Staten Island community. The 
school’s dedication to instilling proper morals, 
ethics, and civic responsibilities is nothing 
short of commendable. Furthermore, St. 
Peter’s top priority to helping every student 
achieve his fullest potential proves what a 
blessing the school has been to Staten Island. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to congratulate St. 
Peter’s Boys High School on its 100th anniver-
sary. Its long success in education has bene-
fitted not just students, but parents and faculty 
as well. 
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Monday, October 16, 2017 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Rhine VFW Post No. 2729, which will 
celebrate 85 years of service to veterans and 
the community at the end of this month. 

On October 29, 1932, a group of 21 World 
War I veterans led by Leo Spychalski, Frank 
Chalupa, Joseph Sagan, and John Kwasny 
founded Rhine VFW Post No. 2729. Following 
World War II the post’s membership grew to 
over 100 members, which led them to their 
current home at 5858 West Archer Avenue in 
Chicago. 

Over the years, members of the Rhine Post 
have served the local community with just as 
much honor and dedication as when they 
served the nation in the Armed Forces. The 
Post has long been a cornerstone of the 
Southwest Side of Chicago. They have orga-
nized everything from an annual Memorial Day 
Parade to distributing American flags to local 
schools. Additionally, the Post has trained rifle 
and drill teams, organized visits to veterans in 
local hospitals, and engaged in area school 
programs such as the Voice of Democracy 
Scholarship Program. 

Members of the Rhine Post continue to take 
pride in helping those in need through commu-
nity service. The Post is an active partner of 
the VFW National Home for Children which 
houses the children and spouses of deployed 
military members at no cost. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing the honorable military and com-
munity service of the members of Rhine VFW 
Post No. 2729. Their sacrifices for our com-
munity and our nation are a shining example 
of the American values that we should all em-
brace. 
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Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate Mr. Pervis Spann who was inducted 
into the Chicago Blues Hall of Fame on Sun-
day, October 15, 2017. 

Born in Itta Bena, Mississippi, Mr. Spann 
spent his teenage years caring for his ailing 
mother after she suffered a stroke. Eventually, 
he and his family moved to Battle Creek, 
Michigan in 1949. His time there was short- 
lived as he soon left to work in Gary, Indiana, 
and served his country with by serving in the 
Korean War, before returning to live in Chi-
cago where he worked in a steel mill, drove a 
taxi, and repaired television sets. 

Like many young men of the era, Mr. Spann 
used his G.I. Bill benefits to advance his edu-

cation when he attended the Midwestern 
Broadcasting School, which led to his work on 
WOPA radio in 1959. Only a year later, he or-
ganized his first concert featuring B.B. King 
and Junior Parker and three years later, when 
Leonard and Phil Chess launched WVON, Mr. 
Spann hosted a regular late night blues slot 
and became known as the ‘‘all-night blues 
man.’’ His most famous act of the era was 
when he hosted an 87-hour ‘‘sleepless sit-in’’ 
to raise money for Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

During the 1960s, Mr. Spann managed the 
careers of leading artists including B.B. King, 
Bobby Bland, Junior Parker, Albert King, Little 
Milton, and, as he recalls, had a role in dis-
covering the Jackson 5 and Chaka Khan. 

In 1975, after WVON was sold and changed 
frequency, Mr. Spann, in partnership with 
Vernon Jarrett and Wesley South, bought the 
license to the original frequency and launched 
a new station, WXOL, which featured an all- 
blues format and many of the same voices 
from the old WVON. Later, in 1983, WXOL 
was able to reclaim the old call letters and re-
sumed operation as WVON. 

Today, Mr. Spann, with his daughter, Mel-
ody Spann Cooper at the helm of WVON 
(which I must note is located in my district), 
continues his career promoting the blues as 
the cohost of the popular cable TV program 
‘‘Blues and More.’’ 

Needless to say, Mr. Pervis Spann has ac-
complished much in his lifetime and has 
helped craft the blues so many of us know 
and love today. 

Before I close, Mr. Speaker, I would be re-
miss if I didn’t take a moment to note a few 
of Mr. Spann’s well-known words of wisdom. 
As he said it, ‘‘If you don’t love the blues, you 
got a hole in your soul.’’ As a lover of blues, 
myself, I can confirm the veracity of his words. 

So, Mr. Speaker, on behalf of all of my con-
stituents in the 1st Congressional District of Il-
linois, I would like to once again extend my 
sincerest congratulations. 
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OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 16, 2017 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, during the 
week of October 10 to October 13, 2017, I re-
mained in my district in California to assist 
with relief efforts for catastrophic wildfires that 
displaced hundreds of my constituents. As a 
result, I was absent for Roll Call votes 558 
through 568. 

Had I been present for Roll Call vote 558, 
on suspension of the rules and passage of 
H.R. 1858, I would have voted yes. 

And had I been present for Roll Call vote 
559, on suspension of the rules and passage 
of H.R. 2464, I would have voted yes. 

And had I been present for Roll Call vote 
560, on ordering the previous question of H. 
Res. 562, I would have voted no. 

And had I been present for Roll Call vote 
561, on agreeing to H. Res. 562, I would have 
voted no. 

And had I been present for Roll Call vote 
562, on suspension of the rules and passage 
of H.R. 452, I would have voted yes. 

And had I been present for Roll Call vote 
563, on suspension of the rules and passage 
of H.R. 3243, I would have voted yes. 
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